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Abstract

In the Japanese labor market, the employment rate of married women (middle-aged women)
is lower than that of unmarried women (young women), and as subsidiary earners in households,
non-regular employment (part-time employment) is the most common form of married women's
labor force participation. With attention to the relationships between firms, households and the
government in the Japanese socio—economic system, this paper analyzes the two-tiered structure
of female labor force participation from the perspective of the interaction between employment
practices, family norms and socio—economic policies. The paper shows that the following three factors
— firms’ employment practices restricting the employment of married women, family norms shaping
and supporting the gender division of labor in households, and socio—economic policies embracing
and favoring full-time housewife households — mutually affect and reinforce each other and the
interaction between the three factors has a significant impact on the formation and establishment of
the two-tiered structure of female labor force participation. The results of this paper suggest that
when promoting female employment, it is necessary to see employment practices, family norms, and
socio—economic policies as an integral system, and capture the mechanism of interaction mechanism
between the three factors from a dynamic point of view.
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